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To sum up the essential elements of Old Testament prophecy 

and its significance seems a superfluous task, so fully has the 

subject been discussed from all sides and in all 
The Problem 

p R0PHEC y lights. Yet views upon these points have never 

been more varying than today. Agreement upon 

even a few fundamental positions can hardly be secured. 

Apparently we are far from the last word. New points of view 

from which the Bible as a whole is regarded place prophecy in a 

different light and cause its message to be read in ways quite 

opposed to those which have been commonly accepted among 

us. Can anything be regarded as settled with respect to its 

character and meaning ? What is a reasonable view in the light 

of all the facts ? 

Advocates of the historical method of biblical investigation 

find that its application to this field is productive of strikingly 

surprising results. There is no doubt that much 
A Modern r , .. . . , . . 

Extreme what has been done by them is permanently 

valuable. But the tendency to over-emphasize 

certain phenomena and to neglect others which do not yield so 

readily to their method of treatment or their preconceptions has 

led one school of historical interpreters of prophecy into extreme 

positions. ( 1 ) They cannot permit the prophet to see ahead of 

his own time. They minimize the predictive element almost to 

the point of extinguishing it. The prophetical activity is limited 

to the confines of the prophet's life and age. His interests are 
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teacher and reformer, but he is not allowed to look over the 
barrier and proclaim the message of things to come. (2) Not 
that he is denied the power of insight and a rare sagacity with 
respect to the outcome of affairs and tendencies. But this gift 
is purely natural. The special activity of God is excluded and 
his personal influence upon the seer is rejected. The element of 
special divine miraculous energy in the prophetic life is elimi- 
nated or so conceived as to reduce it to its lowest terms. 



Doubtless these scholars have been affected in their 
tendencies and conclusions, not only by method and presuppo- 
sitions, but also by the influence of reaction from 
77/f Ancient 

the opposite extreme. This extreme position on 

the other side, which has dominated multitudes of 
students and still holds sway in many quarters, is quite unhis- 
torical and unnatural in its conception of prophecy. Its favorite 
notions may be summed up as ( 1 ) the assumption that prophecy 
is all prediction. The relation of the seer to his own time is 
insignificant. The present is merely the material background on 
which the real scene is painted, and that scene is in other 
respects quite disconnected with that present. The prophet is 
an incomprehensible person to his own countrymen in his day. 
His oracles have reference to future ages. The faithful treasure 
them up and hand them down until the times of their fulfilment 
approach. Some of these oracles have not yet obtained any 
satisfactory meaning, for the ages of which they treat are as yet 
too far in the future to enable even a hint of their significance to 
be obtained. The student of prophecy is a student of sacred 
enigmas or rebuses, the clue to which must be found in the solu- 
tions which have already been gained and in the signs of the 
present or future. (2) As prophecy is all prediction, so the 
presence and energy of the divine in prophetic life is all- 
comprehensive. The supernatural overpowers the natural. The 
prophet is an instrument through whom God speaks words the 
meaning of which the human speaker does not comprehend. He 
is a mechanism played upon by Jehovah, who thus discloses his 
supremacy over man and reveals truths which only thus could 
be made known, whose meaning only after-generations can 
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know. Emphasis is laid on the unnatural states of mind and 
body in which the prophetic messages are received, and upon the 
extravagances of expression in symbolic action and figurative or 
dark language appearing in the prophetic writings of the Old 
Testament. All indicate that prophecy is a divine phenomenon 
in which the human, the natural, plays the most insignificant 
part — only that part which is absolutely necessary. 



The fault of these views is not in their facts, but in the 
extremes to which they go in applying their inferences from the 
facts. Here, as everywhere, truth must be sought 
The truth j n patient collection and honest recognition of all 
Extremes facts, in fair and guarded inferences from them. 

Both views are overstatements of separate truths, 
partial recognitions of the fullness of that which is contained in 
prophecy and the prophetic life. Were we, indeed, constrained 
to accept one of these views we should not hesitate to recognize 
the latter as more true. In a somewhat modified form, it has for 
ages satisfied the mass of Christians as being the most accept- 
able view so far attained, the most in accord with the Spirit 
of Truth energizing in the church. The Christian student will 
never be content with any explanation which shuts the divine 
out of the Sacred History, which minimizes God to magnify man. 
But, not being bound to either, we accept the partial truth of 
both. The prophet was a normal human being, while he was 
also inspired of Jehovah. He was a preacher of truth, while he 
was also a revealer of things hidden. The one sphere does not 
exclude the other. Rightly regarded, the one involves the other. 



(1) It is impossible to study the beginnings of prophecy in 
Israel without recognizing the close relation of the prophet to 
The Prophet's the events and tendencies of his own day. The 
Outward career of Samuel is in this respect convincing. 

K In Samuel were exhibited the fundamental prin- 

ciples which characterized the prophetic order. It began in him 
and continued after him to be primarily concerned with the 
affairs of the Hebrew state. He selected the first king; he 
instructed the king in the true principles of government ; he 
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was the adviser and the critic of the royal activities and pur- 
poses. Those who followed him continued the tradition. The 
greatest of the prophets were interested first of all in the national 
life. The prophetic order was a bulwark of the state. The 
peculiar task of prophecy in the state was to represent Jehovah. 
The prophet was the organ of divine communication to the king 
and people, regarded as a national organism. He was not merely 
a general adviser on all occasions and concerns. The same per- 
son might, indeed, combine prophetic activity with general 
advisory activity. But the prophetic function was a distinct and 
separate one from the beginning — to stand for Jehovah's pres- 
ence, interest and authority in the national life. 

Thus the institution of prophecy made the nation of Israel a 
peculiar nation. Hebrew prophecy has no parallel among ancient 
institutions, as has, therefore, the Hebrew nation no parallel among 
the nations of antiquity. Samuel, when he founded the monarchy, 
as Moses, the earlier and greater prophet, when he established the 
nation, made it a divinely directed state with its chief purpose the 
development of the authority of Jehovah in the earth, guided and 
controlled in a peculiar manner to the bringing in of the kingdom 
of God. It was prophecy that wrought this work, it was the 
prophet, energizing among his countrymen, who represented and 
forwarded the successive steps in its accomplishment. 



(2) Prophecy was thus active in the outward life of Israel, 
as the representative of Jehovah, because of a deeper inward 
fact. The prophet was conscious of a peculiar per- 
The Prophet's SQnal re j at i on to Jehovah. He recognized himself 
Inward j , , , , . . , 

L00K as specially selected or Jehovah for this special 

office — to receive the divine communications to 
the nation at first hand and proclaim them to their destined 
recipients. These teachers stood apart from other men in this 
exalted characteristic ; not that God did not speak to others, but 
that for the Hebrew nation his distinguishing organ of communi- 
cation was the prophetic order. Moreover, a more or less inti- 
mate and regular relation to Jehovah was thus established for the 
prophets which likewise separated them from other men. 

This intimate, personal, constant communication with the 
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divine mind and will, while it had its basis outwardly in their 
national position, wrought in them and impressed upon their dec- 
larations the breadth and universal power which characterizes their 
marvelous writings. They become more than guides of their 
nation in particular crises, more than men of their own time. They 
have come into contact with universal principles of truth and good- 
ness and righteousness. They bring to bear upon the national 
needs and experiences lessons of unlimited significance. They 
are teachers of universal truth. Contact with the one God has 
brought unity into their spiritual firmament — unity in essence in 
the midst of infinite variety of presentation and application. 



(3) Speaking to the Israel of their own age along lines of 

universal divine truth, with the immediate inspiration of the 

Divine Spirit, the prophets were also seers with a 
"The Prophet's 
Forward " vlslon °f things to come. Prediction is an essential 

Look element of Hebrew prophecy. Lacking predic- 

tion prophecy in Israel would be self-stultifying. 
This predictive element seems to take two forms. Primarily and 
chiefly the prophet's forward look is taken with reference to the 
national life of his own epoch. Future disaster is painted in 
order to repentance today. Coming blessing in after ages brings 
with it hope and encouragement for the present hour of dark- 
ness. Both punishment and reward are described in language 
which the prophet and his hearers can comprehend, if they can- 
not altogether understand its details. 

But there is also prediction in which immediate effect seems 
to be subordinate. The prophet takes the divine point of view, 
beholds events from Heaven's side, sweeps over history under 
the guidance of Jehovah, and by the insight of clarified spiritual 
vision reveals the outcome of forces whose play is but dimly 
revealed to the ordinary soul. Especially along the one supreme 
line of vision is this spectacle disclosed — the characteristics, 
principles, progress and future triumph of the kingdom of God. 
Here, in some of the so-called Messianic prophecies, is what 
might be reasonably denominated pure prediction, where at least 
the immediate and temporary reference is secondary, and the 
future and universal significance predominant. 



326 THE BIBLICAL WORLD. 

Whether looking outward, inward, or forward, prophecy has as 

its primary and distinguishing characteristic, therefore, a divine 

element. The prophet brings God's message to his 

The Prophet age. The truths enunciated are divinely disclosed. 

Essentially -p^e p ros p ec t unveiled is from the point of view 
a Man of God . , . _, . . , 

of revelation. The writings of these men are 

dominated by their consciousness of Jehovah. The title 

which most truly describes the prophet is "man of God." 

If prophecy be not in this sense a supernatural phenomenon, 

there is nothing supernatural in biblical life and history. If it 

is not divine, then the prophets were deceived or deceivers, and 

the world's most precious springs of truth have risen out of a 

contaminated source. 

Prophecy in the sense thus defined has left a very broad 

mark upon biblical literature. It spoke through the mouths of 

its great representatives like Isaiah and Jeremiah 

The Prophetic whose utterances constitute some of the most pre- 

in Biblical c ious pages of the Old Testament. It wrote down 
Literature . r , it _ J , t , ., 

its messages, — as when the great prophet of the 

exile sent out his words of encouragement and warning to 

his waiting countrymen. It acted out in visible symbol the 

experiences which the nation was about to undergo, — and the 

picture abides in the narratives of Hosea and Ezekiel. It taught 

the lessons which Jehovah had sought to impress in the national 

life, by its faithful portrayal of the history of the past from the 

point of view of the divine purpose in its bestowal of blessing or 

punishment. The Old Testament histories are prophecies from the 

hearts of men to whom the divine insight into the meaning of 

that history had been vouchsafed. The prophet joined hands 

with the priest in the Book of Deuteronomy; with the "wise 

man," in the Book of Job; with the lyrist, in the prophetic 

Psalms. On beyond the Old Testament into the pages of the 

New his influence is perceived. The vindication of the prophet 

of Israel is found in the Messianic presence and preaching of the 

apostolic age. Thus the whole Bible, instinct with prophetic 

teaching, is newly significant — a message for the present, a body 

of truth for all time, a foregleam of the eternal future. 



